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SUMMARY: AT MEETINGS OE THE SPC FEBRUARY 8 AND FEBRUARY 18, 

ITALY HAS TAKEN POSITION THAT HELSINKI FORMULA UNFAIR AS REGARDS 
INTERNAL SHARING AMONG ALLIANCE MEMBERS FOR MBFR CONFERENCE COSTS 
AND THAT ALLIES SHOULD ADDRESS THIS AS A "POLITICAL" ISSUE IN SPC. 

SOME SUPPORT IS EMERGING FOR ITALIAN POSITION, ALTHOUGH UK, FRG, 

US AND TURKEY STILL FAVOR HOLDING ITALY TO HELSINKI EORMULA. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. AT FEBRUARY 8 MEETING ITALIAN REP (SPINELLI) READ EROM LENGTHY 
STATEMENT (ORIGINAL FRENCH TEXT PREVIOUSLY POUCHED) PRESENTING 
ITALIAN POSITION THAT HELSINKI FORMULA SHOULD BE APPLIED ONLY 
AS BASIS EOR EAST/WEST APPORTIONMENT OF MBFR CONFERENCE COSTS, 

AS IT WOULD NOT BE EQUITABLE TO APPLY IT INTERNALLY WITHIN NATO 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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GIVEN ITALY’S ROLE AS AN INDIRECT PARTICIPANT (PARA I, REETEL). 

HELSINKI FORMULA, HE POINTED OUT, IE STRICTLY APPLIED WOULD 
GIVE ITALY SAME QUOTA AS U.S. AND USSR, AND COULD EVEN WORSEN 
ITALIAN ATTITUDES TOWARDS MBFR. ITALIAN REP ALSO INSISTED A 
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POLITICAL PRINCIPLE IS AT QUESTION, AND NOTED ITALY HAD STATED 
ITS RESERVATIONS ON THIS MATTER SEVERAL WEEKS BEFORE MBFR NEGOTI- 
ATIONS GOT UNDERWAY AND BEFORE BELGIUM BEGAN ITS CONTACTS WITH 
AUSTRIA AND POLAND ON CONFERENCE ARRANGEMENTS. 

2. AT FEBRUARY 18 MEETING, DENMARK, BELGIUM, NORWAY AND THE 
NETHERLANDS EXPRESSED SUPPORT FOR THE ITALIAN VIEW, AND COULD 
ACCEPT THE MBFR AHG FORMULA AS THE BASIS FOR THE ALLIES' SHARING 
OF THE CONFERENCE COSTS. UK, FRG, U.S. AND TURKISH REPS INDICATED, 

IN RESPONSE TO A REQUEST FROM THE CHAIR, THAT THEY COULD NOT DEPART 
FROM THEIR POSITION THAT 

ITALY SHOULD ABIDE BY ITS SEPTEMBER 18 ACCEPTANCE OF HELSINKI 
FORMULA. UK REP SAID FLATLY THAT LONDON'S POSITION WAS VERY FIRM 
AND HE COULD HOLD OUT NO HOPE THAT IT WOULD CHANGE. THE SPC WILL 
RETURN TO THIS MATTER AT ITS MEETING FEBRUARY 25. 

3. COMMENT: UK DELOFF INFORMED US AFTER MEETING THAT BRITISH 
INTRANSIGENCE IS BASED ONLY PARTLY ON THE PRINCIPLE THAT ITALY SHOULD 
NOT BE 

ALLOWED TO BACK OFF FROM AN ALLIED CONSENSUS. BEYOND THIS, THE 
BRITISH FEEL THAT THEY HAVE BEEN LISTENING TO ITALIAN "POOR-MOUTHING" 
FOR YEARS ABOUT ROME'S INABILITY TO MAKE MULTILATERAL CONTRIBUTIONS 
BECAUSE OF RECURRING ECONOMIC CRISES. NOW, IT WAS UK WHICH HAD A 
FINANCIAL CRISIS. 

4. MISSION CONTINUES TO FAVOR HOLDING ITALY TO HELSINKI 
FORMULA. WE INTEND TO SUPPORT JOINT FRG-TURKEY-UK POSITION, BUT 
WILL LEAVE IT FOR UK TO TAKE THE LEAD TO ARGUE THIS OUT 

WITH ITALY, GIVEN THE DEPTH OF LONDON'S DETERMINATION TO MAKE 
THIS A MATTER OF PRINCIPLE. UNLESS INSTRUCTED TO THE CONTRARY, 

MISSION WILL IN NO EVENT PERMIT U.S. SHARE TO EXCEED COST 
SHARING FORMULA FOR NATO COMMON FACILITIES IN VIENNA. 

END COMMENT. 

RUMSFELD 

CONFIDENTIAL 

« END OF DOCUMENT » 
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